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SURVEY OF BLOOD DONOR AWARENESS OF HIV

Chikako Inoue, Tadashi Kamiya and Kazuo Ozawa
Aichi Red Cross Blood Center

In 1999, the number of donors with HIV antibodies was 63, giving a prevalence of 1.026 per
100,000 donations collected by the Japanese Red Cross Society Blood Centers. The current frequency
is higher than would be expected from the prevalence rate of HIV in Japan. We conducted a ques-
tionnaire to determine blood donor understanding of HIV. The survey looked at responses anony-
mously from 676 apheresis donors who donated at 8 collection offices in Aichi Prefecture in mid-
January, 2000. It indicated that almost all of them were really comprehensive and 270 of respon-
dents supported the present policy of not letting donors know the results of their HIV tests. But a
tiny fraction of repeated donors did not understand why they should not donate blood as a means of
checking on HIV.

To reduce the risk of transfusion-transmitted infection, nucleic acid amplification test screening
for HIV, HBV and HCV was introduced for all donated blood in October 1999. However, based on the
rapid spread of sexually transmitted diseases and drug abuse especially among younger people, it is
essential for ensuring blood safety that adequate donor education be conducted along with various
approaches to reduce blood- borne infection including HIV.

Key wordsO HIV, blood donation, NAT screening.
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Fig. 1 Number of donations, age and sex of apheresis donors who responded to the

questionnaire.
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Fig. 3 Facilities where donors go for HIV testing when concerned about HIV infec-

tion.
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Should the results of HIV testingO

at blood donation be reported to donors?
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Fig. 4 Donor views of whether the results of HIV test screening at blood center

should be reported or not.
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