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PROGRESS IN BLOOD BANKING IN CHINA AND PROBLEMS IN ACHIEVING
A VOLUNTEER-BASED BLOOD DONATION SYSTEM

Guoging Yin'"and Kazuo Kawahara®*”
Foundation for Aging and Health
“Department of Health Care Management Tokyo Medical and Dental University
Graduate School of Medical and Dental Science

This report investigates development and problems in blood management in China. The direc-
tion of the future development is also discussed based on the experiences of Japan. Since the Blood
Donation Law came into effect in 1998, China has made great progress in blood provision. However,
most blood provided in China is still obtained from paid donors, with only 4550 of blood from volun-
teers as of the year 2000. This is due to the influence of Chinese culture in history. To establish a sys-
tem of blood donation, it is necessary to increase the number of people actively participating in it. In
addition, the establishment of a blood-providing system, including the operation of blood-providing in-
stitutions, should not be left completely to the private sector. It is extremely important for the gov-
ernment to take leadership and responsibility for this.
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