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ESTABLISHMENT OF A CERTIFIED TRANSFUSION NURSE
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Nurses play an important role in managing patients and donors at the time of transfusion blood
collection, and are required to have advanced knowledge of transfusion medicine and technology. To
identify the present conditions and problems in blood collection, particularly at the time of aphereis
procedure in hospitals, we performed a questionnaire survey of nurses working at Japanese Transfu-
sion Society-certified transfusion institutions. We also asked the nurses for opinions on the certified
transfusion nurse system. The recovery rate of the questionnaire was 5500 . The ratio of responses of
nurses belonging to transfusion sections was 361 . The proportion of hospitals performing 10 or more
of apheresis procedures per month was 1000, 6-10 times, 900 00 3-5 times, 3000 [0 and 1-2 times, 51007 .
About 400 of nurses were uneasy about managing donors or patients during the apheresis proce-
dure, mainly related to sudden change in patient condition or mechanical trouble. Inadequate man-
agement and knowledge were considered to be the causes of the unease. About 700 of nurses ap-
proved of the establishment of a certified transfusion nurse system. From these questionnaire find-
ings, the nursing system in transfusion sections was judged inadequate, and improvement is re-
quired. We also detected the necessity for better education of nurses regarding the technology of
blood transfusion medicine. For this purpose, an authorization system led by a society is considered
to be the most effective. The Japan Society of Blood Transfusion and The Japanese Society for
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Apheresis are expected to take the lead towards realization of these goals.

Key words certified transfusion nurse, apheresis, questionnaire survey
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Fig. 1 A0 The rate of response of nurses belonging
to transfusion sections. B The rate of response of
nurses belonging to transfusion sections by the hos-
pital category.
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Fig. 2 Details of nurses belonging to transfusion sections
AU Number of nurses belonging to transfusion sections. BO Number of hospitals clas-
sified by the number of years working at transfusion sections. CO Ratio of nurses
working regularly at transfusion sections standing in when a nurse belonging to

transfusion section is off duty.
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Fig. 3 Details of nurses not belonging to transfusion
sections
A Ratio of nurses working regularly at transfu-
sion sections. B Ratio of hospitals transferring
nurses among sections at regular intervals.
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Fig.5 Personnel responsible for managing donors or
patients during apheresis procedures
A Dctors and nurses. B 0O First doctors and
nurses, then by nurses after the donor or patient is
stable. CO Doctors and medical technologist. DO
Doctors. EOJ Others.
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Fig. 6 Ratio of hospitals as classified by the number
of apheresis procedures per month
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Fig. 7 AO Ratio of nurses who feel uneasiness about
managing donors or patients during apheresis pro-
cedures. BO Ratio of nurses who are uneasy about
managing donors or patients during apheresis pro-
cedures classified by the number of apheresis pro-
cedures per month.
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Fig.8 AU Ratio of nurses as classified by agreement
with the idea that working in a transfusion section
is a life-long vocation. BO Ratio of nurses as classi-
fied by agreement with the establishment of a certi-
fied transfusion nurse system.
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Table 10 The content of the questionnaire survey
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