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A CASE OF SEPTIC SHOCK CAUSED BY MORGANELLA MORGANII
AFTER SINGLE DONOR-DERIVED PLATELET TRANSFUSION
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Toshiyuki Katogi*, Ryohei Yozu®”and Makoto Handa™
"Department of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy,
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We report a baby with septic shock caused by Morganella morganii0 M. morganii O after a single
donor-derived platelet transfusion. A 7-month old boy was admitted to Keio University Hospital and
operated on to repair a hereditary cardiac defect. The cardiac failure and respiratory failure did not
improve, and a second operation was performed about six months after the first. Twenty days post-
operation, he received a single donor-derived platelet transfusion due to thrombocytopenia caused by
disseminated intravascular coagulation. Chill and skin rash appeared one hour after the starting of
transfusion, followed by a high-grade fever, hypotension and tachycardia at two hours, at which time
the transfusion was stopped. Bacterial culture of the patient’s blood and platelet concentrate were
performed. Three days later, M. morganii was detected from both samples. Following the administra-
tion of ceftazidime, the fever gradually decreased and plasma CRP levels decreased, leading to the
strong suspicion of M. morganii contamination of the platelet concentrate. To our knowledge, this is
the first case reported of bacteria-contaminated blood transfusion by M. morganii. Outcome in this pa-
tient would not have been successful of the bacterial contamination of blood products had not been
suspected.
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0 Fever developed and plasma CPR levels increased after platelet transfusion. M. morganii were detected just af-
ter the transfusion from both the patient’s blood and the platelet concentrates used. M. morganii had not been de-
tected before this. The patient improved two days after the transfusion, when ceftazidime was started.
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