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EFFICIENCY OF A CHECK SYSTEM FOR INFECTION
AFTER BLOOD TRANSFUSION

Seiichiro Nagamine'”, Masako Takahashi'®, Kazuyoshi Watanabe', Tadaaki Tokuda™,
Tsunehiro Fujii*;, Kei Tanaka™ and Kenji Yuki*”
"Fuji City General Hospital Clinical Laboratory, “Internal Medicine,
*Cardiovascular Surgery, *Neurosurgery

At our institution, only 2200 of patients receiving blood transfusions between May and October,
2002, were subsequently screened for HIV infection. To improve this rate, we prepared lists of all pa-
tients undergoing transfusion on a monthly basis and distributed them to the attending department.
We changed the principle of the system to further improve the rate in May of 2003 by the use of new
individual forms programmed using commercial database softward] FileMaker ProOfor each patient.
The new forms featured an easily readable design and were distributed to the attending department
even after discharge. The frequency of screening after blood transfusion remarkably increased be-
tween May and October, 2003, to 770 . We concluded that form design, particularly readability for in-
dividual patients, and method of notification are important for effective verification of transfusion-
associated HIV infection.

Key words[ Transfusion-associated infections, HIV
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Fig.1 New Notice for Individual Patients.
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Fig.2 Concept of the Check System.
Table 10 Rate of Screening in 2002 and 2003.
2002
Month May June July August September October total
No. of patients 54 33 39 46 39 41 252
No. of tested patients 11 3 7 8 10 16 55
Rateld %[ 204 9.1 179 174 256 39.0 218
2003
Month May June July August September October total
No. of patients 47 38 44 39 51 41 260
No. of tested patients 36 28 38 28 41 30 201
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