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MEASURES TO INCREASE USE OF SCREENING TESTS FOR
POST-TRANSFUSION INFECTION

Mariko Kondo* Michiko Okamoto™ Rieko Suzuki* Masashi Kurita'™ and Kimitoshi Horiba*
"Department of Blood Transfusion Therapy
*Cardiovascular and Respiratory Organs Surgery, Fujieda Municipal General Hospital

On July 30, 2003 the Revised Pharmaceutical Affairs Law and the Revised Transfusion Act were
enacted by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare to clarify the responsibilities of medical organi-
zations. Taking this opportunity, the Hospital’s Blood Transfusion Therapy Committee and Infection
Control Committee undertook a review of methods of screening tests for post-transfusion infection.
We decided to give patients a form letter to recommend they take a screening test for post-
transfusion infection while providing notice to doctors that 2 months have passed since the transfu-
siond Blue CardO . In addition, detailed discussions were held with respect to 1[test fees, 2[1est crite-
ria, 3Chow to raise patients’ awareness, and 4Chow to enhance doctors’ awareness. As a result, the
use of screening tests for post-transfusion infection increased, from 6.801 to 54.6(1, enabling us to con-
firm some effects. However, to fulfil our responsibilities to all patients receiving blood transfusion, the
system for implementing this program requires urgent improvement. We thus aimed to further im-
prove the system through operating the newly revised Blue Card system. In addition, it is necessary
to create a system to ensure thorough implementation of the program with the electronic patient re-
cord due to commence in 2006.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare is expected to extend the application of
patient assistance programs, in addition to implementing a system to ensure that patients receive
safer blood transfusion.

Key words{ the responsibilities of medical organizations, a form letter recommending a screen test
for post-transfusion infection, a form letter stating 2 months have passed since the
transfusion’ , Blood Transfusion Therapy Committee, use of screening tests for post-
transfusion infection
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Fig.1 Sample form letter recommending a screen test for post-transfusion infection
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Fig. 2 Sample form letter stating 2 months have passed
since the transfusiont] Blue Card(
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Table 10 Use of screening tests for post-transfusion infection from July 2003 to April 20040

tests not conducted
rate of
total disagreement tests conducted conducting
discharged from other reason tests
hospital death
[ personsl] 0 persons] 0 persons(] 0 persons] 0 %0
@& ® © ® oo
2003
July 48 19 10 19 655
August 41 14 9 18 66.7
September 23 9 5 9 64.3
October 40 16 13 11 458
November 34 13 12 9 429
December 39 10 16 13 44.8
2004

January 38 13 14 11 440
February 36 8 10 18 64.3
March 45 18 12 15 55.6
April 37 14 11 12 522
average 381 134 11.2 135 54.6

0 O rate of conducting tests %[ ® /1a 0 ® 0 x 100
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Table 20 Use of screening tests for post-transfusion infection] from January 2003 to June 20030

tests not conducted
rate of
total disagreement tests conducted conducting
discharged from other reason tests
hospital death
O persons 0 persons[] O persons(] [ persons(] 0 %0
@ ® © ® oo
2003
January 36 12 24 0 0.0
February 40 10 28 2 6.7
March 35 11 21 3 125
April 30 6 22 2 83
May 54 25 27 2 6.9
June 28 12 15 1 6.3
average 372 12.7 228 17 6.8
0 O rate of conducting tests %[ ® 1 a0 ® 0 x 100
terminal diszg&?;;]e nt
cancer : dthere
15 (6.2%)
5 (2.0%)
death
advanced age 72 (28.4%)
or dementia
25 (10.6%)
doctor
27 (10.9%)

advanced stage

of chronic

disease
40 (15.8%)

discharged from
hospital
60 (25.3%)

Fig. 3 Causes for failure to conduct screening tests for post-transfusion infection
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