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SURVEY ON DISCARD OF DONATED BLOOD IN HOSPITALS
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Abstract:

We investigated by questionnaire the present status of blood products in hospitals in Ehime Prefecture during
last year (2005). Our investigation covered 66.7% of all RCC (Red Cell concentrates) supplied during the year in the
prefecture. Results showed that RCC accounts for a major proportion of discarded blood products in hospitals. Among
large-scale hospitals having 500 or more beds, 26,414 units of RCC were purchased, of which 632 units were discarded,
giving a discarded ratio of 24%. Among mid-scale hospitals having 200~499 beds, 13,041 units were purchased, of
which 783 were discarded, giving a ratio of 6.0%, while small-scale hospitals having 199 beds or less purchased 7,607
units and discarded 753 for a ratio of 9.9%. These findings suggest that hospitals which purchased larger amounts of
RCC should aim at a discard ratio of 1% or less. In contrast, hospitals purchasing comparatively small amounts of RCC
presented a wide range of discard ratios. We suspected that the difficulty of reusing unused RCC in mid- or small-scale
hospitals affects the discard ratio of RCC, as well as transfusion management methods. We consider that a new reuse
system for unused RCC for mid- and small-scale hospitals is required.

Keywords:
red cell concentrates, blood products, discard, reuse

©2007 The Japan Society of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy
Journal Web Site: http://yuketsu.gr.jp



