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Abstract:

The Kanagawa Prefecture Joint Committee of Transfusion conducted a questionnaire survey on the application
of the transfusion management fee (TMF), which was introduced by the national medical insurance system from
April, 2006. A questionnaire was sent to 283 hospitals in Kanagawa Prefecture in September, 2006, to which 148
(52.3%) hospitals responded by the end of October, 2006.

The total number of blood units used at these hospitals was 726,167, and covered 75% of the total number of
blood units shipped from the Kanagawa Red Cross Blood Center in 2006. Forty-five (30 %) of responding hospitals had
already applied TMF, and 19 had applied TMF type I (TMF-I) and 26 type II (TMF-II), respectively, at the time of sur-
vey. Fifty (48.5%) of the remaining 103 hospitals had the intention to apply TMF as soon as the conditions for applica-
tion were cleared. Thus, the introduction of TMF seems to be effective in promoting the good transfusion practice,
even though the fees are not sufficient for actual needs.

We analyzed problems requiring solution before application as listed by the responding hospitals. Hospitals
which intend to apply TMF-I listed manpower problems. It is not easy to employ a doctor and full-time technicians
fixed to the transfusion service department. They also described difficulties in organizing albumin management as
a unified section.

Hospitals for TMF-II listed difficulties in fulfilling conditions of blood usage, such as FFP/RBC ratio under 0.4 and
albumin/RBC under 2.0 as a clinical policy. Six hospitals answered that they could not meet the FFP/RBC ratio be-
cause FFP units were used for plasma exchange. Therefore, a change in the of criteria of these ratios should be re-

quested at the next medical insurance revision.
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