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—NATIONWIDE QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY OF TRANSFUSION MEDICINE IN
FISCAL YEAR 2008—ANALYSIS OF TRANSFUSION MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
AND THE APPROPRIATENESS OF TRANSFUSION THERAPY IN JAPAN
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Abstract:

A nationwide questionnaire survey on transfusion medicine was carried out in both 2005 and 2008 to investigate
transfusion management systems and blood product use in Japan. Most (more than 80%) of domestic transfusion of
blood products was performed at hospitals with 300 beds or more. Red blood cell, fresh frozen plasma and immuno-
globulin consumption showed little change between 2005 and 2008, while platelet consumption increased by 18.9% in
this period. On the other hand, albumin consumption showed a clear tendency to decrease. In Chiba and Tokyo, use
of red blood cells and fresh frozen plasma was high, while use of platelets in Hiroshima was high in both 2005 and 2008.
Albumin use was high in Kumamoto and Nagasaki, while immunoglobulin was high in Niigata and Okinawa. Use of
transfusion management systems, that is, a unified and centralized transfusion system, appointment of a transfusion-
ist and laboratory technologist responsible for blood transfusion, 24-hour transfusion testing system, and establish-
ment of a transfusion committee tended to improve. The 2008 investigation showed an improvement in transfusion
management systems and the proper use of blood products.

Keywords:
transfusion management system, appropriate blood transfusion,
nationwide questionnaire survey on transfusion medicine

©2010 The Japan Society of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy
Journal Web Site: http://www.jstmct.or.jp/jstmet/



