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Fig. 1 Ratio of facilities where informed consent for albu-
min administration was performed.
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Fig. 2 Ratio of facilities where informed consent regard-
ing the source of blood for albumin solution was per-
formed, namely domestic (dms) or imported (imp) (a), and
non-remunerated (NR) or remunerated (R) (b).
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Fig. 3 The usage rate of various types of albumin solu-
tions (5%-20%+25% formulation and domestically pro-
duced (dms)-imported (imp)) in hospitals where informa-
tion regarding raw blood materials was and was not
provided regarding blood donor countries (a), and wheth-
er non-remunerated (NR) or remunerated (R) (b).
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Table 1 Selection of albumin solutions according to hospital scale
5% formulation 20% formulation 25% formulation
Number of beds S . Number of facilities Number of facilities Number of facilities
elected products P . U BTSN
(ratio in each group) (ratio in each group) (ratio in each group)
only domestic 84 (32.6%) 133 (89.2%) 341 (73.2%)
<300 beds only imported 166 (64.3%) 5 (10.1%) 113 (24.2%)
both 8 ( 3.1%) 1( 0.7%) 2 ( 2.6%)
only domestic 6 (27.7%) 60 (82.2%) 107 (70.0%)
300-499 beds only imported 113 (68.1%) 9 (12.3%) 27 (17.6%)
both 7 ( 4.2%) 4 ( 55%) 9 (12.4%)
only domestic 38 (24.8%) 65 (79.2%) 95 (68.8%)
500 beds= only imported 89 (58.2%) 9 (11.0%) 9 (13.8%)
both 26 (17.0%) 8 ( 9.8%) 24 (17.4%)
only domestic 168 (29.1%) 258 (84.9%) 543 (71.7%)
Total only imported 368 (63.8%) 33 (10.8%) 59 (21.0%)
both 41 ( 7.1%) 3 ( 4.3%) 5 ( 7.3%)
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Fig. 4 The average rate of self-sufficiency for albumin so-
lutions in hospitals where DPC was introduced and not
(a), and where IC concerning blood donor countries was
performed and not (b).
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Abstract:

In October, 2009, a survey regarding albumin products was urgently conducted. From the responses, an analysis
was conducted on the transition to the use of domestically produced human albumin solution (HAS) versus imported
blood products, which included the effect of DPC (Diagnosis Procedure Combination) or IC (informed consent) on the
use of drug formulations. Further, methods for increasing the rate of self-sufficiency were reported. At 5% HSA, the
ratio of domestically produced blood products in 2008 was low, at approximately 28 %, and decreased by about 1% in
2009. At 20% or 25% HSA, the ratio of domestically produced blood products in 2008 was relatively high, of 86% for
the former and 77% for the latter, with the former decreasing to 81 % in 2009 and the latter increasing to 79%. In re-
gard to the influence of the introduction of DPC, the average rate of self-sufficiency for albumin products was lower
in hospitals where DPC was introduced than in non-DPC hospitals. Although more than 90% of facilities conducted
IC for albumin administration, only about 20% of facilities provided information regarding the country of origin of the
raw materials and whether they were from non-remunerated blood donation or remunerated blood collection. In hos-
pitals which did conduct IC regarding the raw blood materials, the usage rate of all types of domestically produced
blood products was high. On the other hand, only 7% of facilities used both domestic and imported blood products
at formulations of 5% and 25%. These findings suggest that IC regarding the source of raw blood materials will be
effective in raising the rate of self-sufficiency of albumin products. To improve effectiveness, however, it is also neces-
sary to make efforts in each facility to expand choices for blood products.
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