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Table 1 Participating university hospitals
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Fig. 1 Faculty of Transfusion Medicine
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Fig. 3 Associate Director of the Transfusion Division
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Fig. 4 Status of faculty members in the Transfusion Division
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ROLE OF FACULTY MEMBERS IN THE TRANSFUSION DIVISIONS OF
UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DIVISION
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Abstract:

The Association of Transfusion Divisions of University Hospitals (ATDUH) was established in 1970 and has since
held a meeting of its members every year. Currently, 90 university hospitals participate in the ATDUH. Major partici-
pants are doctors, medical technologists, and secretaries.

Representatives of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MECSST), Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare, and the Japanese Red Cross Society are welcomed to participate in the ATDUH. The
2011 meeting of the ATDUH was held in October. The ATDUH conducted a questionnaire survey before the meeting
started to identify the status of faculty members in the transfusion divisions of university hospitals. Only 30% of fac-
ulty members were in a transfusion division, while the remaining were predominantly in other faculties and doubled
as faculty members in the transfusion division. The status in the former was as follows; 48 % professors, 29% associate
professors, and 22% lecturers. The status of associate faculty members who were predominant in transfusion divi-
sions, was 31% associate professors, 51% lecturers, and 17% assistant lecturers. An open discussion showed that the
absence of faculty members in transfusion divisions meant that there was no leadership in transfusion medicine, and
the presence of only one faculty member in the division meant that it was impossible to provide sufficient quality and
quantity of education for transfusion medicine, transfusion practice, and succession planning. A representative of the
MECSST prefaced his speech by apologizing for the introduction of management reform aimed at intensifying
healthcare delivery in university hospitals, which was published in 2002. The ATDUH should attempt to promote
both the development of transfusion divisions and improve the status of faculty members in the division.

Keywords:
Transfusion Division, Faculty member, Management reform

©2012 The Japan Society of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy
Journal Web Site: http://www jstmct.or.jp/jstmet/



