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Fig. 1 Inspection checklist edited by the transfusion
committee of the Tohoku Society of Medical Technolo-
gists
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Table 1 List of hospitals, by region, accredited in transfusion as of 20 July 2012

A v RS Mt A e R Al HHTRER R INEE
Ab it & 5 0 0 0 5
E(e 1 3 0 12
BT ik 15 0 9 2 26
deke 4 0 0 0 4
80 10 0 4 0 14
bl 0 1 0 7
i E Y 7 0 1 0 8
Ju 2 1 3 0 6

Total 57 2 21 2 82

Table 2 Number of inspectors, by region, as of
31 August 2012

Iy | wmer | PR semmnat
i 2 17 19
Fle 8 24 32
P 15 54 69
JekE 6 17 23
i 9 42 51
b3 9 14 23
P 7 20 27
JUM 9 36 45

Total 65 224 289
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Table 3 Chronology of I&A committee activities, at the Tohoku branch

of the Japan Society of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy
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Table 4 Representative inspection costs in Tohoku, including travel, per

diem, and accommodation

BERHAE ®ANEE | AR
ERBER | EREA (1) (1)
A J b —RHLE 4 1 50,520 66,320
TR EE 2 0 15,800
B ik — kLR 3 2 67,860 87,520
TR SR 2 0 19,660
C ¥l — kPR 5 0 102,720 141,760
TR 52 3 0 39,040
D bt — M5 5 1 69,320 94,660
(B i) -
e aR g 2 0 25,340
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PROGRESS OF INSPECTION AND ACCREDITATION ACTIVITY IN THE TOHOKU
BRANCH OF THE JAPAN SOCIETY OF TRANSFUSION MEDICINE AND CELL
THERAPY~HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES AND FUTURE OUTLOOK~
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Abstract:

Third-party inspection and accreditation (I&A) systems were pioneered by the American Association of Blood
Banks (AABB) to assess quality and operational systems in facilities, in an effort to improve the safety of collecting,
processing, testing, distributing, and administering blood and blood products. The Tohoku branch of the Japan Soci-
ety of Blood Transfusion (then JSBT, now JSTMCT), established a regional I&A system in 1998 to improve transfusion
safety in accordance with new guidelines from the Japanese Ministry of Health and Welfare (now the Japanese Min-
istry of Health, Labour and Welfare). In 1999, JSBT created a national I&A subcommittee (under the Institutional Ac-
creditation Committee) to oversee regional I&A activities, thus bringing regional efforts to national standards. Here,
we report the Tohoku experience under local and national leadership from the 1990s forward. Encouraging hospital
participation and providing adequate training for inspectors are among the challenges faced over the past 20 years.
Nevertheless, attention to details in the present must be accompanied by continuous improvement for the decades
ahead.
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