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Fig. 1 Annual change in albumin/red blood cells ratio and albumin prescription at Kawasaki Medical School

Hospital.

The total amount of albumin prescription decreased from 45535g to 35,027.5g during the period from 2008
through 2012. The 25% formulation was switched to the 20% formulation, as shown.
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Fig. 2 Changes in hypertonic albumin prescription by switching from the 25% to the 20% formulation during
the period from 2008 through 2012. The data from the top ten departments in the year 2008 are indicated.
When limited to these top ten departments, a total of 6,465g reduction in albumin prescription was observed
during the period from 2008 through 2012.
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COMMITMENT OF A HOSPITAL TRANSFUSION COMMITTEE TO IMPROVING
USE OF ALBUMIN BY SWITCHING HYPERTONIC ALBUMIN PRODUCTS TO A
LOWER FORMULATION
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Abstract:

There are two standards of hypertonic albumin products in Japan, a 20% w/v human albumin solution formula-
tion and a 25% formulation, but there have been no guidelines for their proper usage. To reduce waste and use albu-
min properly in our hospital, the Hospital Transfusion Committee committed to enforcing the switching of 25% albu-
min formulation to 20% formulation. After this change, although 25% formulation accounted for a dominant 72.8%
(20,375 g) of hypertonic albumin products in year 2008, 20% formulation accounted for 77.8% (16,190 g) of hypertonic
albumin in 2014, which led to a reduction of 10,507.5 g of total albumin.
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