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SURVEY OF THE STATUS OF INTRAVENOUS IMMUNOGLOBULIN (IVIG)
PRODUCTS: TRANSITION IN RECENT YEARS AT TOKYO WOMEN’S
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

Kyoko Nakabayashi*, Kazuki Matsuda™, Hirohito Kobayashi, Shingo Ono, Takuya Iwasaki,
Tomoaki Kubota, Tomomi Moriya, Yasutaka Ogata, Miyuki Oikawa, Akemi Kinoshita, Takako Aoki,
Mineko Chino, Shin-ichi Okada, Yumi Kohgen, Masahiro Aoki, Yoshio Okamoto, Mayumi Konno,
Taiju Utsugisawa, Hiromi Ogura and Hitoshi Kanno

Department of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Processing, Tokyo Women’s Medical University

Abstract:

The guidelines for proper use of blood products and albumin are widely used in Japan. However, there is cur-
rently no standard guideline for intravenous immunoglobulins (IVIGs). Total supply of IVIGs is increasing with each
year in Japan. Recently, the average consumption of IVIGs in Tokyo Women's Medical University Hospital was about
24 kg/year. The Departments of Neurology, Urology and Gastroenterology used approximately 38%, 12%, and 8% of
the hospital’s total IVIG supply, respectively. According to the survey, the recent change in the amount of IVIGs used
varied for different diseases: use for humoral immunodeficiency decreased dramatically, while use for autoimmune
diseases increased. In addition, IVIGs were used for desensitization therapy for renal transplantation in the Depart-
ment of Urology. As the number of patients with autoimmune diseases increases, along with the availability and con-
venience of IVIGs, demands for IVIGs will also rise. Furthermore, demonstrated usefulness of IVIGs in organ trans-
plantation will also increase demand. To maintain the demand-supply balance of IVIGs and to effectively use blood
donation-derived plasma in Japan, we propose that the Japanese Association of Blood Transfusion and Cell Therapy
and related associations cooperate to ensure the proper use of IVIG products.
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Intravenous immunoglobulin, immune deficiency, autoimmune disease, renal transplantation,

desensitization therapy
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