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HIV-positive rates among voluntary blood donors in Japan have increased yearly for more than
10 years. This trend has emphasized the need to ensure blood safety, since more donors with in-
fected blood in window periods could be undetected by nucleic acid amplifying testingD NATO

A gquestionnaire survey on the idea of requesting identification cardsd IDO in interviews at the
time of donation, and notifying donors of all blood testing results including infectious markers, espe-
cially HIV, was performed in 4 Japanese Red Cross Blood Center§l JBC ID presentation was accept-
able to 810 of donors on average, of whom over 9000 would continue blood donations with ID pres-
entation. Notification of HIV testing results was agreed to by 4700, denied by 2100, undetermined in
300 and not commented on by 200 . The rates of donors who did not want to be notified of any test-
ing resultsd no notificationC were 040 5.10 at each JBC, with the JBC which has introduced a photo-
card system with the donor’s photograph having the lowest rate. The rates of donors, who did not
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get mailed notification of all testing results to be sent back to the JBCI no acceptanceCwere 0.400 0.800
at each JBC. However, the rates of approval for no notification and no acceptance for only infectious
markers increased to 0.400 16.80 and 00 5.60J, respectively. In particular, the rate of both no notifica-
tion and no acceptance for syphilis testing results was 41.70 dramatically higher in the JBC, which is
the highest in both the number and rate of HIV infection among donors every year.

These results indicate that ID presentation in interviews has already been accepted by almost
all donors, but that HIV notification is approved by only half. However, most donors would agree to
notification of HIV infection if they were able to understand its importance to both public and individ-
ual health as well as to blood safety by proper education and information on HIV infection.

Key words HIV, blood donors, ID, HIV notification
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Table 10 Items of the questionnaire survey concerning ID presentation in interviews

and notification of HIV testing results

1. Concerning yourselfO

0 Agel] 16-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 0 60

0 Gender[] Male, Female

O Occupationd Official, Employee, High School Student, Other School Student, Housewife,

Self-empolyed, Other0 O OO
O Previous Blood DonationsO Yes[

timesJ No

2. Confirmation of donor identity] IDO in interviews of blood donationd
O Do you have anything to identify yourself with now?
O Ifyesin O , what is it?00 Multiple answers Driver’s license, Employee’s card, Student card,
Cash card, Credit card, Medical insurance card, Passport, Other(] u]
0 What do you think about presenting ID cards at blood donation?

Questionablel your opinion
No problem Undecided

0

0 Would you donate blood even if asked to present an ID card?

YesO NoO your opinion]
3. HIVO AIDSD testing(

O

0 What do you think about Blood Centers declining blood donors who want only HIV testing?

Reasonablel Don’ t decline O your opinion

[ Undecided

0 What do you think about Blood Centers not notifying blood donors of HIV testing results?

Reasonablel] Do notify your opinion[]

[1J Undecided

0 Do you know Public Health Centers perform anonymous HIV testing free of charge?

Yes[] No
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Table 200 Numbers and ratesl] %[ of blood donors who did not want to be
notified of any testing resultsd no notificationd and who did not get
mailed notification of all testing results to be sent back to the Blood

Centers[] no acceptancell] 3 consecutive months in 20030

Blood Center N%ggg:;f No notification No acceptance
Number( %0 Number( %0
HokkaidoJ Sapporol] 50,467 1320030 2100040
Hokkaido AIlCFH 86,947 166 [0 0.2 unclear —
Tokyo Metropolitan 66,814 34260510 4810 0.70
Tokyo/East & North 47,912 16630 350 3690 0.80
Tokyo/West & Musashino 43,119 12710290 2120050
Aichi 73,363 26150 360 unclear —
Osaka b0 229,507 36980 160 896 0 040

50 including Hokkaido Blood Center in Sapporo

006 consecutive months

Table 300 Numbers and ratesd %[ of both no notification and no acceptance for all infectious

markers.(J 3 consecutive months in 20030

Blood Center le)nggg'r_s()f Pi(r);g::\t/i% ij(;r No notification No acceptance
markers %0 Number( %0 Number( %0

HokkaidoO AlICY 86,947 2770030 10 040 50180
Tokyo Metropolitan 66,814 2260030 380 16.801 80430
Tokyo/East & North 47912 1500 0.300 8 530 80 5.60
Tokyo/West & Musashino 43119 1190 0.30 50 420 oQo.oo
Aichi 73,363 2360030 120 510 10040
Osaka H0 229,507 14020 060 670 480 350260

Y0 including Hokkaido Blood Center in Sapporo

006 consecutive months
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Table 40 Numbers and rate&] %[bf both no notification and no acceptance for each infectious marker 3 consecutive
months in 20030

HBV HCV HTLVO Syphilis
No Notification No Notification No Notification No Notification
Blood Center 0 %0 0 %0 0 %0 0 %0
Positive Positive Positive Positive ——
No Acceptance No Acceptance No Acceptance No Acceptance
0 %0 0 %0 0 %0 0 %0
Hokkaido 10 1.00 00 0.00 00 0.00 00 0.00
100 100 60 18
[J Sapporold 10 100 o0 300 o0 o0.00 10 5.60
Tokyo 7 81 11.10 51 8[115.700 45 7001 15.600 18 1500 31.30
Metropolitan 10 160 00 000 20 530 50 15.200
Tokyo/ 51 200 390 38 200 530 4 10 290 20 30 15.00
East & North 501020 00 000 10 300 2011.80
Tokyo/West 97 10 370 38 30 890 a 10 240 . 00 0.00
& Musashino 00 0.00 00 000 00 000 00 000
. 30 590 200 3.60 600 7.30 10 770
Aichi 51 90 82 12
10 210 o o0.00 o0 o0.00 00 0.00
50 1.70 2900 6.30 200 530 600 480
Osaka ™ 301 462 513 126
40 140 400 390 50 1.00 90 750
B0 6 consecutive months
n
350
300
B Age:40~69
250 % B Age:16~39
200 7_ /
150 / /
/ 274
2 0
100 / 19f /
l,
129 3/27 / %
50 / /
BEERE
A Y 7
0 4 // A . VA i .. A . . ‘
Male ‘ Female Male Female Male Female Male \ Female ’ Male ' Female
Hokkaido BC * Tokyo Met. BC Tokyo East BC | Aichi BC Osaka BC
* in Sapporo

Fig. 1 Distribution of responders to the questionnaire by age, gender and JBC
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Table 50 Requesting identification cardsO IDO in interviews at the time of blood donation

0 Do you have anything to identify yourself with now?

Having Driver’s

Blood Center YesO %0 No[l %[ Not filledd %0 licensel %C]
Hokkaido[l Sapporol] 916 81 0.3 68.6
Tokyo Metropolitan 933 6.2 05 66.2
Tokyo East 94.7 45 08 721
Aichi 90.2 78 20 791
Osaka 89.3 101 0.6 66.8
mean 91.7 76 0.7 69.4

0 What do you think about presenting ID cards at blood donation?

Blood Center Questionable] %0

No problemO %0

Undecided %0 No responsel] %0

Hokkaido[l Sapporol] 3.7 872 54 3.7
Tokyo Metropolitan 45 782 132 41
Tokyo East 25 88.1 7.0 24
Aichi 41 75.0 176 33
Osaka 5.0 79.0 115 45
mean 42 80.9 111 38

0 Would you donate blood even if asked to present an ID card?

Blood Center YesO %0 No[l %[ Undecided %0 No responsel] %0
Hokkaido[l Sapporol] 931 0.7 47 15
Tokyo Metropolitan 90.9 10 6.7 14
Tokyo East 95.5 12 29 04
Aichi 90.2 07 84 0.7
Osaka 90.3 27 6.2 0.8
mean 916 14 6.0 10
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Table 60 HIVO AIDSO testing

0 What do you think about Blood Centers declining blood donors who want only HIV testing?

Blood Center Reasonabled %[]

Don’ t declined %0

UndecidedO %0 No responsel] %0

Hokkaido Sapporol] 66.4 79 24.9 038
Tokyo Metropolitan 68.6 7.7 225 12
Tokyo East 770 5.7 164 0.9
Aichi 740 51 206 0.3
Osaka 726 6.0 208 0.6
mean 710 6.7 215 0.8

0 What do you think about Blood Centers not notifying blood donors of HIV testing results?

Blood Center Reasonabled %[]

Do notifyd %[

Undecidedd %0 No responsel] %0

Hokkaido Sapporol] 188 494 301 17
Tokyo Metropolitan 209 47.2 288 31
Tokyo East 17.2 533 258 37
Aichi 220 432 334 14
Osaka 241 441 315 0.3
mean 210 47.0 30.1 19

O Do you know that Public Health Centers perform anonymous HIV testing free of charge?

Blood Center YesU %0 Nol %[ No responsel] %[
Hokkaido Sapporol] 531 46.4 05
Tokyo Metropolitan 55.9 429 12
Tokyo East 65.6 340 04
Aichi 709 291 0.0
Osaka 59.6 400 04
mean 59.6 398 0.6
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