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Table 1 JRC bylaws for the solatia for adverse effects of blood donors

(Japan Red Cross)

Solatium Appendix 1 Solatium Appendix 2
Porodsorsileinbed AP (9| Dorder | Aot ()
10 days or less 20,000 Level 1 8,500,000
11 days / less than 21 days 50,000 Level 2 7,600,000
21 days / less than 1 mo. 70,000 Level 3 6,700,000
1 mo./ less than 2 months. 150,000 Level 4 5,800,000
2 mo./ less than 3 months. 230,000 Level 5 5,000,000
3 mo./ less than 4 months. 300,000 Level 6 4,200,000
4 mo./ less than 5 months. 380,000 Level 7 3,500,000
5 mo./ less than 6 months. 460,000 Level 8 2,800,000
6 mo./ less than 7 months. 530,000 Level 9 2,200,000
7 mo./ less than 8 months. 610,000 Level 10 1,700,000
8 mo./ less than 9 months. 690,000 Level 11 1,200,000
9 mo./ less than 10 months. 760,000 Level 12 890,000
10 mo./ less than 11 months. 840,000 Level 13 570,000
11 mo./ less than 1 year. 920,000 Level 14 320,000
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Fig. 1 Reimbursement 2004/2005 Total (National
Blood Service)
Number of reimbursement for the claims of damages
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Table 2 Compensation system in France, Germany, and UK

Compensation system for damage to health of blood donors in France, Germany, and the UK

Blood collection agency

Medical aid and monetary compensation for donor’s health damage

General description

Benefits

France

O For blood transfusion
- Etablissement Francais
du Sang : EFS
O Plasma derivatives

- Etablissement Francais
du Sang : EFS

EFS pays medical expenses, miscella-
neous expenses, leave compensation
expense, etc, and the expense is in-
demnified by insurance from EFS’ in-
surance company.

+ medical expenses, miscellaneous ex-
penses
- leave compensation

(All expenses are covered by
insurance)

Germany

O For blood transfusion

- DRK
+ Public hospitals

O Plasma derivatives
- DRK
+ Public hospitals
+ Company owned blood
collecting centers

Legal accidental insurance is applied
and fixed payment (benefits in kind
(medical treatment etc.), capital bene-
fits (leave compensation etc.) defined
in a social code is provided to the
blood donors.

- benefits in kind (medical treatment,
rehabilitation exercise, nursing care)

-capital benefits (leave compensation,
pension)

-annuity for bereaved families (single
payment annuity, annual pension)

- others

miscellaneous expenses (laundry
charge etc.) and settlement money for
avoiding a court

UK

O For blood transfusion

+ The National Blood Serv-

ice : NBS
O Plasma derivatives

+ The National Blood Serv-

NBS reimburses medical expenses,
miscellaneous expenses, leave compen-
sation, etc. (reimbursement). Solatia-
payment (ex-gratia payment) may be
performed according to the situation.

- medical expenses, transportation, re-
imbursement

+ leave compensation
+ ex-gratia payment

ice : NBS

- Lawyer expenses
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(Table 2-continued)

Compensation system for damage to health of blood donors in France, Germany, and the UK

Medical aid and monetary compensation for donor’s health damage

Authorization method Legal foundation Financial resources

An insurance company makes a deci-
sion on the amount of compensation

- Self-sponsored funds
Annual insurance cost is 300,000

France for the damage in accordance with Code of Public Health 112229 euros.

the standards of a damage schedule
(chefs de préjudices).

- EFS is a self-supporting account-
ing system (no state subsidy).

If the causal relationship of the blood
donation to the damage is confirmed
by medical examination, industrial in-
jury insurance is automatically
Germany applicable. Either a doctor or blood
collection agency representative can
make the application, and the applica-
tion is confirmed and authorized by
the physician in charge.

Social code,
Chapter 7

- Public source of revenue (tax)
(the German Red Cross, which
provides about 70 percent of the
amount of blood collected does not
pay the legal accident insurance
premiums.) (It is unclear whether
other blood collecting agencies
have paid the premium.)

Concerning damage after leaving a None

blood collecting establishment, the (Legal basis of grant is neither re-
public customer service section in imbursement nor ex-gratia. For
the NBS solicits a proposal from the others, NBS provides solatia-pay-

+ Self-sponsored funds (from the

UK donors, and actual cost is reimbursed ment to those who donate blood sales of blood ducts)
after filling in predetermined gratis and spontaneously in good sales ol blood products
documents. Ex-gratia payment, faith based on the view that no
amount is determined through discus- harm should accrue to those
sion with donors. people.)
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COMPENSATION SYSTEMS FOR BLOOD DONORS EXPERIENCING
ADVERSE EFFECTS IN FRANCE, GERMANY, AND UK

Katsumi Fujitani and Kazuo Kawahara
Department of Health Policy Science, Tokyo Medical and Dental University,
Graduate School of Medicine and Dentistry

Relief for damage to health of the recipients of blood transfusion has been ensured by legislation,
so that the safety and reliability of the blood system have been stabilized. On the other hand, suffi-
cient legal relief blood donors experiencing health damage has not been planned. As pecuniary com-
pensation, the only option is the original “solatia” system of Japan Red Cross, the only blood collect-
ing establishment in Japan. In view of global trends, a relief system for adverse effects at the time of
blood collection based on liability without fault seems to be desirable. To investigate directions as for
a future compensation system for adverse effects of blood donors in Japan, we compared overseas

Key words : Blood Donor, health damage, Adverse effects, Pecuniary compensation




