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SECULAR CHANGES IN THE CONTENTS OF THE JAPANESE NATIONWIDE
QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY ON TRANSFUSION MEDICINE OVER THE PAST
15 YEARS: FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF RESPONDENT BURDEN

. ) . 5 e .. D11 .
Tomohiko Sato""”, Satoshi Yasumura®"", Shin-ichiro Fujiwara®"", Yutaka Nagura®"", Masashi Kon""",

Akihiko Yokohama™"", Junichi Kitazawa®"", Koji Yamamoto™"", Yuji Yonemura®"", Shigeyoshi Makino®""

and Asashi Tanaka'""
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“Japanese Red Cross Tokai-Hokuriku Block Blood Center

*Division of Cell Transplantation and Transfusion, Jichi Medical University Hospital

“Department of Blood Transfusion, The University of Tokyo Hospital
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*Division of Clinical Laboratory, Aomori Prefectural Central Hospital

"Department of Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapy, Saitama Medical Center, Saitama Medical University
¥Japanese Red Cross Kumamoto Blood Center

“Japanese Red Cross Tokyo Metropolitan Blood Center
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Abstract:

The current Japanese nationwide questionnaire survey on transfusion medicine has played an important role in
promoting the appropriate use of blood products in Japan. However, the comprehensive nature of the survey has
raised concerns about the large burden it places on respondents, including the large number of questions. In this arti-
cle, the number of questions and secular changes in the contents of 15 surveys, including the most recent survey con-
ducted in fiscal year 2023, were analyzed. The average number of questions was 298.7, and has increased every year.
The questions were basically related to the “in-hospital transfusion management system” and “usage of blood prod-
ucts, ” which reflect the original purposes of this survey. Over time, however, further questions were added, related
to “appropriate use of blood products” based on evidence-based guidelines for the use of various blood products, and
those related to “situation-specific transfusion practice, ” such as out-of-hospital transfusion and transfusion in remote
areas and islands. In addition, many of the questions on the usage of blood products included “questions that require
as much effort as answering multiple questions, ” which required entry of multiple related data by product type or
department. There was no clear relationship between the number of questions and the response rate over time. Open-
ended comments received from 6% of the facilities which responded to the latest survey; of these, about 60% were
negative, with many referring to the format of the survey, especially the large respondent burden. The majority of
facilities with transfusion activities in Japan are small facilities, and their response rate remains lower than that of
large facilities. This analysis suggests that streamlining the survey in consideration of respondent burden may lead
to better understanding and improvement of the transfusion management system, especially in small facilities.

Keywords:
Nationwide questionnaire survey on transfusion medicine, appropriate use of blood products, response rate,

respondent burden, open-ended comment
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