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CURRENT STATUS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF USE AND DISCARD IN BLOOD
PRODUCTS FROM THE 2024 NATIONWIDE SURVEY ON TRANSFUSION MEDI-
CINE

Akihiko Yokohama""", Masashi Kon®"", Tomohiko Sato®"", Satoshi Yasumura""",

211 R . . 11 .. 11 .. 11
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Abstract:

Based on the results of an annual nationwide survey on transfusion medicine in Japan, we analyzed the usage and
discard rates of blood products over the past 6 years. Response rate to this annual questionnaire survey was 52.6%
of hospitals in the current fiscal year, which accounted for 80.5% of all blood products delivered in Japan.

The use of red blood cell products increased consistently in hospitals with 200 beds or more. The discard rate im-
proved from 1.4% to 0.7% in 2023, likely due to the 7-day extension made to the usage period of red blood cells. The
decrease in discard rate tended to be greater in hospitals with a higher number in beds.

In terms of the characteristics of platelet concentrate usage, the number of higher unit products decreased annu-
ally, particularly in the Hokkaido, Kanto Koshinetsu, Tokai and Kinki regions. The discard rate remained at around
0.3% over the past 6 years.

The use of FFP120 product decreased gradually. The discard rate decreased from 1.9% in 2019 to 1.4%. This im-
provement may be due to the extension in usage period after thawing from 3 to 24 hours. The decrease in discard rate
was greater in hospitals with fewer beds. This finding was contrary to that for red blood cells.

Keywords:
Nationwide questionnaire survey on transfusion medicine, usage, discard rate, extension of usage period
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